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Trainees trigger debate on campus 


AND WIN A $50 
GIFT CARD TO THE 


BOOKSTORE 
Participate in the Pride in my 


Community College Twitter and 
Instagram Contest and show your 
pride in NECC! Send a tweet to 
the NECC Twitter account (@ 
northernessex) or tag us in an In- 
stagram photo and include #pri- 
deinmycc. The winner will get a 
$50 GA card for the bookstore. 


PRIDE 
PAGEANT WILL 
STRUT ITS STUFF 


Nov. 19 ; 
The Pride Pageant will take 


place from 4-6 p.m. in Room 
E155. It’s open to all students, 
faculty, and staff who would like 
to participate or watch. 

Pageant contestants will come 
on stage dressed as their true 
selves or alter egos, and strut 
their stuff! The contestant who 
receives the highest applause will 
receive a gift card provided by 
the GSA. 


Opinions on campus regarding 
the addition of the Methuen Po- 
lice Academy and Essex County 
Sheriff's Department vary wide- 
ly. The debate began on the quad 
and in the hallways but quickly 
has moved into Student Senate 
meetings, the pages of the NECC 
Observer and even onto social 
media. Former student Faith 
Gregory encountered a training 
activity on campus in late Octo- 
ber that she found to be partic- 
ularly aggressive and inappro- 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
The Essex County Sheriff’s Department practices baton exercises on the Haverhill 
campus quad in front of the D building while children from Little Sprouts walk nearby. 


By Kim Wuittnc, KELLY 
ScHwinG, Jowr MELI AND 
CHAD GORHAM 


priate for a college campus. She 
voiced her thoughts on Facebook 
and a heated argument ensued. 
She also wrote a letter to the ed- 
itor which ran in the last issue of 
the NECC Observer. Also during 
this training activity, members of 
Little Sprouts were using the field 
in front of the D building for their 
daily walk. Observer staff noticed 
a child who seemed to be upset 
by the activities. 

After seeing photos of the 
training, Erin Davis, an Early 
Childhood Education major and 
former teacher at Little Sprouts, 
said, “As a 3-year-old ... they 
don’t understand practice, that 


they’re not really hurting each 
other. Shouting messes with a 
kids head... they think people are 
mad when they scream, so now 
they think everyone out on the 
campus is mad.” 

Maureen Bly is the director of 
the Little Sprouts program. She 
said that even though their gym 
time has been limited by the pres- 
ence of the police academies, she 
and the parents have been overall 
happy to have them on campus. 

“... They talk to the kids, they 
give the kids little badges, so we 
haven’t really had any problems 


with having them here.” 
Continued on page 4 


Comparing online classes to 
traditional classroom learning 


By CourTNEY HANSON 
Correspondent 

The likelihood of a communi- 
ty college student failing or drop- 
ping out of a course is far greater 
if taken online rather than in a tra- 
ditional classroom or face to face 
setting with an instructor. 

According to an April 2015 
study done by the UC-Davis 
Community College, students 
opting to take their classes on- 
line rather than in a classroom are 
11 percent more likely to either 
fail or not complete that course. 


The researchers behind the study 
noted that their findings closely 
match those discovered by others 
in various states throughout the 
US. 

This research shows that on- 
line courses are not successful 
for community college students. 
This is elaborated on in the New 
York Times editorial, “The Trou- 
ble with Online College,” which 
reflects yet more research found 
by Columbia University’s Com- 
munity College Research Center: 
“The research has shown over 


and over again that community 
college students who enroll in 
online courses are significantly 
more likely to fail or withdraw 

. Which means that they spent 
hard earned tuition dollars and 
get nothing in return.” 

The reason for an online 
course’s lack of success can be 
numerous and may pertain to ei- 
ther the student, the instructor, 
the structure and formatting of 
the class, or a combination of all. 


Continued on page 4 


; ¥ Photo by Kelly Schwing 
Methuen Police Academy trainees yell “Clear,” aiming 


finger guns up the staircase of the C building obey: 
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NECC Observer honored 


New England 
College Newspaper of the 


Honorable Mention 


2014 


NECC OBSERVER 


NORTHERN COLLEGE 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
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The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 
Room C-222, Spurk building, 

100 Elliott St. Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom 978.556.3027 
Adviser 978.556.3397 


Advertising 978.556.3397 
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The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, 
condense and refuse all submissions. 


Fall 2015 Observer Staff 


Epiror-in-Cuter ? Kim Whiting 
Cory Eprror : Jowi Meli 
Opinion Epiror : Rachel Rozavsky 
News Epiror : Kelly Schwing 
Features Epitor : Sarah Tiso 
A&E Epiror : Rebecca Westerman 
Sports Epiror : Kyle Benson 
Campus Lire Epiror : Chad Gorham 
Wes Epiror : Shaina Richards 
STAFF WRITER : Rachael Sarcione 
Starr Writer : Now Hiring 
CIRCULATION : Jowi Meli 
Facutty ADVISER : Mary Jo Shafer 
Have you taken Journalism I? Are you taking it now? 
Would you like to be on the Observer staff? Then submit 
your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication Schedule 


issue # Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 
7 Dec. 2 Nov. 25 
8 Dec. 16 Dec. 9 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification. 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 
right away 
Send your letters to observer@necc.mass.edu 
We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 
or reject those we recieve. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
once 1 Media Advertisers Inc., the Colombia Scholastic Press 
ssociation, and the New England Press Association 


The NECC Observer recent- 
ly learned that it was award- 
ed an honorable mention in the 
2014 New England College 
Newspaper of the Year contest. 

The award is bestowed 
by the New England So- 
ciety of News Editors. 

The awards were handed out at 
NESNE’s 2014 spring conference 
at the New England Newspaper 
and Press Association headquar- 
ters in Dedham, but the Observer 
just received its plaque last week. 

The Heights from Boston Col- 
lege was honored with first place, 
with The Gatepost of Framing- 
ham State University capturing 
second place and The Quin- 
nipiac Chronicle of Quinnipiac 
University winning third place. 

Along with the NECC Ob- 
server, The Defender of St. 
Michael’s College and The 
Brandeis Hoot of Brandeis Uni- 
versity were also named hon- 


Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


orable mention award-winners. 

NESNE presents __ several 
prestigious awards each year, 
honoring those who have mas- 
tered the craft of journalism 
and “New England journalism’s 
most promising up-and-com- 
ers,” according to its website. 

College newspapers at both 
large universities and small col- 
leges enter the college newspaper 
of the year contest, which honors 
the region’s best student journalists 

Under the supervision of 
faculty adviser, Mary Jo Sha- 
fer, the NECC Observer staff in 
2014 included Editor-in-Chief 
Matt Gingras, Features Editor 
Everson Taveras, Opinion Edi- 
tor Ashlee Ferrante, News Edi- 
tor Chad Gorham, Campus Life 
Editor Kathryn Gagon, Enter- 
tainment Editor Faith Grego- 
ty, Sports Editor Esther Nieves, 
Staff Writer Chrstina Hillner and 
Copy Editor Thomas Shamma. 


Returning staff in fall 2014 
included Faith Gregory as ed- 
itor-in-chief, Copy Editor and 
Web Editor Thomas Shamma, 
News Editor Chad Gorham, 
Opinion Editor Ashlee Ferrante 
and Staff Writer Christina Hillner, 

New staff in fall 2014 includ- 
ed Web Editor Danielle Coppola, 
Staff Writer Joe Meli, Entertain- 
ment Editor Kim Whiting, Fea- 
tures Editor Rebecca Westerman 
and Sports Editor Mike Alongi. 

Previous staff who returned 
for fall 2015 include Chad Gor- 
ham, who is now campus life 
editor, Joe Meli, copy editor, and 
Rebecca Westerman, arts and 
entertainment editor. Kim Whit- 
ing is now the editor-in-chief 

The 2014 NECC Observy- 
er was also honored as a_ sil- 
ver medalalist by the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association. 


Letter: Film classes 


Dear Editor, 

I am writing in response to 
your article titled, “Film Classes 
Are Struggling At NECC.” 

While it is true that we have 
faculty, but not equipment to run 
a film class, we do in fact have 
the faculty and the equipment to 
run video, film-based still pho- 
tography, studio lighting, anima- 
tion, motion graphics, and 3D 
modeling/rendering classes. 

We even have degrees that 


emphasize photography, and/or 
multimedia at NECC. 

All of our multimedia courses 
are taught by commercial videog- 
raphers, animators and photogra- 
phers. currently working-in-the- 
field. 

The college has Canon cam- 
corders, DSLRs, a studio com- 
plete with chroma key (green 
screen), high key, low key, 
hand-painted backdrops, LEDs, 
monolights, meters, and editing 


software for students to use while 
enrolled in these courses. 

If students want to learn more 
about these classes or programs, 
I would be happy to help them or 
they can check with the Art Dept. 
Chair, Trish Kidney, pkidney@ 
necc.mass.edu or their advisors. 

Shar Wolff, Assistant Dean 

Technology, Arts and 

Professional Studies Division 

swolff@necc.mass.edu 


Letter: Police Academy 


With All Due Respect 

In the last edition of the Ob- 
server, two separate articles were 
written about the nuisance cre- 
ated by the police academy now 
present at the Haverhill campus. 

The complaints centered 
around the supposed intimidating 
drills the recruits practice on the 
quad, the amount of parking spots 
taken up by NECC’s new “stu- 
dent” population and lastly the 
general anxiety a police presence 
causes students. 

The training exercises specif- 
ically have been a sticking point 
due to the very close proximity 
between the quad and the daycare 
facility NECC operates. 

In fact, when the children are 
playing in the enclosed play- 
ground area, the new training 
grounds are directly in their line 
of sight. 

Detractors of the new acade- 
my have said the exercises, espe- 
cially hand to hand combat, could 
scare the children. 

Ben Tavitian a 2015 graduate 
said he didn’t even notice the new 
Police Academy which began in 
his final semester “I also really 
doubt children are being scared 
by seeing police officers training, 
if 1 could have watched that when 
I was little 1 would have been en- 
amored, and I’m pretty sure all 
my friends would have been too.” 

It often seems that the minds 
of the very young can be underes- 
timated. Has anyone asked these 


kids if they’ve been negative- 
ly affected, or is it just assumed 
because police officers are being 
painted as the new boogey man? 

The complaint over the park- 
ing spots is probably the weak- 
est argument the opposition has 
made, and frankly barely de- 
serves mentioning. 

The C building parking lot has 
such an excess of spaces avail- 
able, it is a rare day when it is 
half full. 

Mike Dimanbro an accounting 
major at NECC who also jug- 
gles a full time job at Markets 
Basket was asked if the reduc- 
tion in Parking Spots had incon- 
venienced him in anyway “Are 
you talking about the people who 
park in the way, way back of the 
lot now. Why don’t they just park 
up front with everyone else?” 
When informed that they were 
police officers he responded with 
a simple “So, they still shouldn’t 
be forced to park all the way in 
the back.” 

The supposed lack of parking 
is very simply a fabricated story 
that people have created who for 
one reason or another don’t want 
police on theircampus. 

The last major complaint was 
the general anxiety caused by a 
large police presence. Some ar- 
gue that it is not conducive to a 
learning environment and can be 
a “trigger” for people who already 
suffer from anxiety disorders. 

First, it is important to note 


that the recruits are not police 
officers. They do not carry weap- 
ons, and they do not have any of 
the extra rights police officers 
have, like searching your car or 
person if given probable cause, 
they are students just like me and 
you. 

Erik Goulet, a freshmen 
physical therapy major, African 
American, and for full disclosure 
a close friend of the author, was 
asked if the Police or recruits had 
ever done anything that he would 
consider not conducive to a learn- 
ing environment, such as having 
racial epithets yelled at him or 
possibly being beaten by a group 
of them. He said “No, the police 
have never done any of those 
things to me, in all honestly I’ve 
found them to be very polite. I al- 
ways see them waving to every- 
one and myself. I actually think 
having them is a bit of a comfort- 
ing presence, look at what has 
been happening in America with 
school shootings, just a couple 
weeks ago at a CC in Oregon. 
The fact that the police are here 
means that we'll (NECC) never 
have to worry about that because 
we’ ll never be a target.” 

While there will certainly be a 
continuing controversy over this 
subject due to the current climate 
regarding police in America. 
Generalizing all police is not the 
answer, it’s discrimination. 

Jake Soraghan 

NECC student 
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smoking on the NECC campuses 


Students have strong 
opinions on the 


contentious habit 
By ANpbREA Davis 


Correspondent 

Students at NECC are prohib- 
ited to use any tobacco products 
while on campus. This includes 
the parking lots, buildings, walk- 
ways, bathrooms and any general 
area within the campus premises. 

The school’s smoking policy 
reads: 

“Northern Essex Community 
College recognizes the medical 
evidence that indicates that smok- 
ing is a serious health hazard, and 
that this hazard includes those ex- 
posed to secondhand smoke. 

Where a primary responsibil- 
ity of the College is to provide a 
safe and healthful working and 
learning environment, this re- 
sponsibility has led to the follow- 
ing policy: Smoking is prohibited 
within the confines of all college 
grounds, buildings and proper- 
ty including college vehicles. 
(Smoking will only be allowed in 


private 5 | lawfully parked 
on campus lots that the smoker is 
authorized to be in.)” 

Many students are unaware of 
the smoking policy on campus, 
despite the several “NO SMOK- 
ING” signs plastered around 
campus in all areas students are 
exposed to. 

“T had no idea we were not 


Others have voiced their opinion 
that the rule should have some 
boundaries and be reduced to 
certain areas for those who are 
smokers. 

“I’m a smoker myself and | 
still think that this rule should 
be intact. Smoking on campus 
is really disrespectful to those 
students who don’t smoke them- 


Smoking should be banned completely. 
No exceptions. 
- Asia Perrano 


5» 


allowed to smoke in the parking 
lot. “I was sitting on my car in 
between my classes smoking and 
I got asked to leave the parking 
lot by campus security. I was very 
confused and was not aware of 
this rule at all,” Alexandria De- 
Lotto, a Psychology major. 

Many students feel strongly 
that this rule should stay intact 
at the Haverhill NECC campus. 


selves,” said Amanda Atchley, a 
Psychology major. “When I see 
cigarette butts scattered around 
the parking lot, it makes me sick. 
At least clean up your mess if you 
are going to break the rules. No 
one wants to step on that stuff, it’s 
gross.” 

“T think that there should be 
a ‘designated smoking area’ on 
campus. Somewhere that  stu- 


AND PRING CLA SSeS 
FINANCIALAID 


Current Students’ Registration. 
JECEMBER 15 © 


dents who are smokers can go in 
between classes to smoke and not 
disrupt those who do not,” says 
Zachary McKallagat, an English 
major. 

“Some people are addicted to 
smoking, and it makes it difficult 
to go through a school day with- 
out a cigarette.” 

Asia Perrano, a nursing major, 

, 


Logo courtesy of Guuske 
said, “I see people smoking in 
their cars, which I believe is not 
against the rules. But the smoke 
is still filtered into the air and the 
cigarette or cigar will (probably) 
end up on the ground of the park- 
ing lot regardless. 

“Smoking should be banned 
completely. No exceptions.” 


Northern Essex 
‘Community College 


REGISTEF 


for your classes 
and complete your 
* financial aid paperwork 
before you leave for the 


semester. Register early to 
get the classes and schedule 
you want, and avoid long lines! 
Save $100 by registering before’ 
January 4 and avoid paying a late 
registration penalty. 


*- 


For more information, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/next-steps. 


Meet with your assigned advisor to register. To find your 
advisor, log into MyNECC, click on “My Information,’ and then 
select “Look up my Advisor.’ 


* 
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Trainee debate continues |Online classes 


Continued from front page 

Bly did say, though, that the 
teachers should not have contin- 
ued their walk during that activ- 
ity and that she was unaware of 
the level of aggression being dis- 
played on the field in front of the 
D building. 

“No, I’d rather the kids not see 
all that. I was unaware that was 
taking place,” Bly said. “I wish 
they would notify us so we would 
know. We wouldn’t be out walk- 
ing around while they’re doing it. 
I don’t know how appropriate it 
is to do it out [in front of] the col- 
lege kids either.” 

Students have expressed 
strong opinions on both sides of 
this issue. Sienna Smeland-Wag- 
man was taking a quiz in Environ- 
mental Studies when the training 
exercise began that October day. 
“J heard a violent yell and the 
first thing I thought was ‘school 
shooting,” | Smeland-Wagman 
said. “It seems very dehumaniz- 
ing. What I see is so violent and 
aggressive.” 

Brian Ducey agrees that the 
level of violence being displayed 
can be upsetting. “They are just 
the most distracting thing I’ve 
ever seen,” said Ducey, who was 
particularly concerned with the 
idea that these trainees had only 
been training for a few weeks 
and felt that the emphasis of their 


teresting to see training drills that 
many people would not usually 
have the opportunity to experi- 
ence. 

Devin Ditomaso is also not 
bothered by their presence on 
campus. “It doesn’t disrupt me 
at all,” he said. Although, as we 


tivities to the other side of the D 
building. 

In order to better answer ques- 
tions and address any lingering 
issues, an event has been sched- 
uled for Dec. 2 in the Hartleb 
Technology Center in which stu- 
dents, instructors and administra- 


iS see ee. 
I heard a violent yell and the first thing I thought 


was ‘school shooting.’ 
- Sienna Smeland-Wegman 


Sa 


continued to watch, he stated, “A 
big group of them just ran over 
there. (Someone close to me) has 
PTSD... if she was in that group 
and all those guys suddenly just 
ran over to her, she would have 
froze right the hell up in panic.” 

The issue was exacerbated a 
few days after the October exer- 
cise, when Methuen Police Acad- 
emy trainees were running a drill 
in the stairways of the C building. 

In this drill, which was con- 
ducted during active school 
hours, trainees were climbing 
the staircase with fingers pointed 
to simulate aiming a gun while 
shouting “Clear!” 

Students entering the stairwell 


es! tries 


I think it’s cool. I like to watch them. 
- Sheila Rivera 


——_—___—_—_—_—_» 


training should be on de-escalat- 
ing violent situations. 

“Clearly it’s very aggressive, 
they’re constantly yelling. Right 
now, they’re just beating pads 
with nightsticks just to get ... how 
to more efficiently beat someone 
down. It just really confuses me.” 

Other students, such as Sheila 
Rivera and Vianca Santa, enjoy 
watching them practice. “I think 
it’s cool. I like to watch them,” 
said Rivera, who felt that it’s in- 


were surprised by the encounter, 
to say the least. 

Concerns were raised in a Stu- 
dent Senate meeting. According 
to the minutes, NECC Vice Pres- 
ident David Gingerella said that 
“he was told by the academy that 
the event regarding cadets point- 
ing finger guns at students had 
not occurred.” 

NECC administration has ad- 
dressed a few of the concerns by 
moving some of the training ac- 


tors will be able to meet and ex- 
press their concerns. 

The event will begin at 11:30 
a.m. with an opportunity for in- 
formal introductions. This will be 
followed by brief informational 
speeches by representatives from 
both academies, NECC adminis- 
tration and Student Senate, con- 
cluding with a question and an- 
swer session. 

In the meantime, any ques- 
tions or issues can be addressed 
by contacting George Moriarty, 
executive director of Workforce 
Development at gmoriarty@ 
necc.mass.edu. 

The NECC Observer will fol- 
low up on this story as more in- 
formation becomes available. 


Love letters? 
Suggestions? 
Unpopular opinions? 
Give us the scoop. 
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978-556-3027 
observer@ 
necc.mass.edu 


Student Senate News 


The Student Senate meets every Wednesday from 3-5 p.m. in A112 on the Haverhill Campus 
and L244 on the Lawrence campus. 
Excerpts from the Nov. 4 meeting minutes: 


*Senate welcomed David Gingerella as a guest 
* Jaqueline Torres, Programming Chair of Lawrence was relieved of her duties due to excessive absences; Sara 


Ramirez was elected as her successor 


*Senators were allowed 1-2 questions to ask the guest(s) 

*Chad Gorham brought up the concerns of students brought on by the police and sheriff's department on campus, 
in particular the combat training in front of the D building and the finger gun incident 

*Gingerella was told by the Academy that the event regarding cadets pointing finger guns at students had not 


occurred 


*Gingerella said that the police academy is one of the non-credit courses on campus 


All members of the NECC community are encouraged to attend the meetings, or to contact the senators 


at the following locations: 


Haverhill, D125 
978-556-3731 


Lawrence, L133 
978-738-7417 


“* Student Senate President Chad Gorham is also the Campus Life editor of the NECC Observer. 


SECURITY LOG 


Continued from front page 

According to the Times ed- 
itorial, one of the most likely 
reasons is a lack of engagement. 
Many students need contact with 
their professors in order to find 
the comfort integral to their suc- 
cess, yet cannot find it within on- 
line courses. 

Instead, “what they get online 
is estrangement from the instruc- 
tor who rarely can get to know 
them directly.” 

Because of the absence of 
personal contact with professors 
and other students, NECC Liber- 
al Arts major Shirley Rodriguez 


and present information in a di- 
gestible way. 

Arianna Stevenson, an NECC 
graduate and UMass Lowell 
business major, has had vast ex- 
perience with online courses at 
both institutions. 

In her experience, the lack 
of success in an online course 
can be directly attributed to the 
student. Stevenson said that stu- 
dents’ perceived lack of account- 
ability, and lack of motivation, 
causes them to put forth less ef- 
fort and thus get lesser results. 

“When you’re in community 


al ee 


I need to be present in the class, 


surrounded by others, able to interact. 
- Shirley Rodriguez 


UE 


said taking courses online would 
likely be much more difficult for 
her. “I need to be present in the 
class, surrounded by others, able 
to interact,” she said. 

Shirley has opted away from 
taking any of her courses online, 
and plans to remain in the securi- 
ty of the classroom setting. 

Jesse Howlette, a second year 
Liberal Arts major, said that the 
lack of success in online courses 
is directly rooted in their struc- 
ture. 

“To me, it has nothing to do 
with trying harder,” Howlette 
said. “It’s because of the vague 
structure and setup of the class- 
Fa 

Howlette said that if there 
were a more definitive and uni- 
versal outline put in place for on- 
line classes they could in fact, be 
successful. 

The Times editorial supports 
this criticism of online course 
structure: “The design and pro- 
duction of online community 
college courses are decentralized 
and primitive.” 

It proceeds to criticize the 
often basic, instructor-created 
PowerPoint presentations, which 
do very little to engage students 


Haverhill Campus 

* 11/9/2015 

Valleyworks building broken 
into over weekend; 1 computer 
tower & keyboard missing 


This information was supplied 


| by Campus Security. 


college a lot of people don’t have 
the motivation to move forward 
and may not be taking their edu- 
cation as seriously as they do ata 
four-year college,” she said. 

This statement is supported by 
rigorous research — according to 
the Hechinger Report — which 
has found that four-year colleges 
have vastly different completion 
results for online classes. Unlike 
community colleges, four-year 
colleges see absolutely no dif- 
ference between the success rate 
of students enrolled in online 
courses compared to traditional 
classroom courses. 

Regardless of the research, 
many community colleges will 
continue to increase the amounts 
of online courses offered to the 
students. 

As the Hechinger Report put 
it, “Community college leaders 
aren’t blind to research evidence. 
Many know from their own stu- 
dent records that the students ar- 
en’t faring well. 

But the community college 
sector is suffering declines, and 
offering online classes is a huge 
selling point to prospective stu- 
dents.” 


Where to find security: 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., 
room C-112(b) 
978.556.3689 


Riverwalk Campus 
360 Merrimack St. 
Bldg. 9, Entry K, Floor 3 

978.659.1200 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St main 
978.738.7499 


Lawrence Ext. Campus . 
78 Amesbury St. 
main lo 
978.738.7699 
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Book showdown: 


The new medium 
and the old medium 
battle for space in 


readers’ homes 
By Courtney HANSON 


Correspondent 

23-year-old college student 
Ariana Stevenson wraps herself 
in a blanket, snuggling up in the 
warmth and comforts of her bed 
with her hands wrapped around 
the folded and worn cover of an 
old book. As she reads, she basks 
in the faint, musky telltale scent 
of a long-loved book. The light 
crinkle and rustle of the paper as 
she turns a page is music to her 
ears. 

Looking across her bedroom, 
she sees her old Nook, gathering 
dust in its original packaging on 
her bookshelf. After a brief trial 
run of reading from her e-reader, 
Stevenson has put aside the tech- 
nology and returned to the love 
and physical comforts of printed 
books. 

After receiving her Nook 
brand e-reader as a gift in 2013, 
Stevenson, like many, saw vast 
advantages in the lightweight and 
portable aspects of the e-reader. 
After a brief stint, though, she re- 
alized the technology was not all 
it was cracked up to be. 

“After about three months it 
stopped working, and Nook end- 
ed up recalling it and sending me 
a new one; I haven’t even both- 
ered to re-open it,” says Steven- 
son. 

“That’s not something that 
happens with books. You can 
trust that a physical book won’t 
short out or malfunction. Books 
are simply more trustworthy.” 

With the advantages of tech- 
nology, there can often be a litany 
of issues such as having to charge 
your device, the device malfunc- 
tioning and resulting in a sudden 
loss of books and data, or not be- 
ing able to transfer or share your 
property. 

“With a printed book, I don’t 
have to constantly be hoping the 
batteries will be charged. I can 


always just pick it up and read 
it,” says Stevenson, who says she 
will continue buying physical 
books rather than contribute to 
the sales of e-readers. 

Stevenson finds joy in her fre- 
quent trips to her local Barnes 
and Noble retailer. As she walks 
among the vast shelves of books, 
she reaches out and touches the 
spines, feels the weight of the 
books in her hand, loads up her 
cart, and proudly displays the 
books on her shelves when she 


the technology based future of 
this world. 

“Online vendors like Amazon 
have already conquered the book 
market. However, I think hard 
copies of books will still be sold 
online. People stare at screens all 
day and like how reading a real 
book is easy on the eyes. Though 
there are a lot of smart features 
that come with electronic books, 
there is still a niche market that 
prefers a physical book,” says 
23-year-old college graduate, 
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You can trust that a physical book won’t short out or 


malfunction. Books are simply more trustworthy. 
- Ariana Stevenson 
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returns home. 

For Stevenson, there is no joy 
or pride in downloading a book 
and storing it unseen in a digi- 
tal archive replete with complex 
technology, and veiled by a set of 
terms and conditions which often 
seem longer than the books them- 
selves. 

Feelings such as these — the 
joys in the ritual buying and 
hoarding of printed books — may 
contribute to the sales of physical 
books, which are beginning to 
rise as e-book sales level off, and 
in some cases, decline. 

Since the book world was 
seized by e-readers in 2010, avid 
readers all over believed the end 
to print was inevitable, yet a sur- 
prising turn of sales may depict 
an alternative future, where print 
is not entirely cannibalized by 
technology. 

According to Publishers 
Weekly, “the 2014 figures are 
further evidence that print books 
are selling better than they have 
since sales of eBooks exploded in 
2010.” 

While these recent sales fig- 
ures may ignite optimism in the 
print lover, it is not a guarantee 
that the book world will not be 
commandeered by e-readers in 


Anime club struggles 
to become reality 


By ABRAHAM ANAVISCA 


Correspondent 

Fans of Japanese animation at 
NECC will be glad to know that a 
group of students are working to 
start an anime club. Jennifer Leb- 
ron, an art major here at NECC, 
is the would-be president of the 
organization. 

“Normal clubs like sports and 
honors are [here]. Why not have 
something different?” Lebron 
said. 

Should the club become a re- 
ality, meetings will be held week- 
ly with a number of activities. 
There will be games and events 
like “Project Cosplay,” where 


members can compete to see who 
makes the best costume with the 
materials given; karaoke, an- 
ime jeopardy, and of course, the 
watching of anime episodes. 

The group is hoping to be able 
to get one of NECC’s projector 
rooms to watch anime. Unfortu- 
nately, due to restrictions set by 
copyright law, the club won’t be 
able to show episodes using indi- 
vidual streaming accounts — on 
popular services like Crunchyroll 
and Netflix — and will instead 
have to opt for much more expen- 
sive third-party licenses. These 
may be too expensive for the 
school to afford. 


Shaylyn Wadsworth. 

Wadsworth is an avid reader 
and frequent user of the Amazon 
Kindle e-reader. While she relies 
on the convenience of the e-read- 
er during her daily commute 
through Boston, she still pro- 
cures physical books for herself, 
basking in the nostalgia and joy 
of holding and reading a book as 
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creasing sales of e-books doesn’t 
have’to be seen as a take over in 
the book world, considering that 
people with e-readers in gener- 
al, consume more books—both 
printed and electronic—than peo- 
ple without. 

According to a Pew Research 
Study, people with e-readers read 
an average of 24 books in the past 
year (in both formats), and people 
without e-readers only read an 
average of nine books. “In fact, 
of those who read e-books in the 
past 12 months, 88 percent also 
read printed books,” the study 
said. 

As Stevenson and Wadsworth 
frequent their local Barnes and 
Noble book store, they often 
pass by a section which seems 
out of place, almost treacherous 
in its surroundings — the Nook 
sales kiosk. The presence of this 
section in the book retailer does 
however, prove that rather than a 
competition between the formats, 
a mutually beneficial relationship 
between the two may be on the 
horizons. 

Considering the demise of the 
40-year-old book retailer Bor- 
ders, which declared bankruptcy 
and shut down its 400 store chain 
back in 2011, introducing the 
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People stare at screens all day and like how reading a 


real book is easy on the eyes. 
- Shaylyn Wadsworth 


oe 


she did in her youth. 

As with Wadsworth’s experi- 
ence, many see a symbiotic rela- 
tionship between printed books 
and e-readers and will incorpo- 
rate both to feed their reading 
habits. 

A way to view the ongoing 
competition between print and 
technology is not as a conquering 
of one medium over the other, but 
as a coexistence between the two. 
No matter what format people 
are reading in, they are reading, 
and that is good enough. The in- 


e-reader to the public may have 
been Barnes and Noble’s saving 
grace. 

According to a transcript from 
NPR News, “Not too long ago, 
company officials and industry 
observers alike were predicting 
that the Nook would save Barnes 
& Noble from meeting the same 
fate as its biggest rival, Borders, 
which is now out of business. The 
Nook gave Barnes & Noble a seat 
at the digital table.” 

Rather than disregarding the 
quickly advancing e-reading soft- 


print vs. digital 


ware, Barnes and Noble jumped 
on the digital bandwagon to keep 
itself breathing. 

Meanwhile, Borders didn’t 
take the internet and e-readers 
seriously and quickly caved in 
on itself in crushing debt, serv- 
ing as a warning to large scale 
book vendors all over, that if they 
didn’t adapt they would likely be 
met with a fate similar to that of 
Borders’. 

Barnes and Noble _proud- 
ly pushes sales of their Nook 
e-reader to their customers while 
maintaining the sales of physical 
books. Barnes and Noble Book 
Seller, Kendra Jones, finds that 
even though there has been a pla- 
teau in e-reader sales, there has 
been no massive decline in the 
sales of the Nook in her store. 

“Just working in the store, I 
help more people put physical 
books in their hands,” Jones said. 
We have the people who take the 
time to purchase the e-book in the 
store so we get the credit from 
that as well.” 

She went on to describe how 
sales in the location she works in 
revolve heavily around the sales 
of books and e-readers in both 
formats. 

Retailers such as this allow us 
the freedom to incorporate books 
into our lives in any format we 
would like, without having to 
choose a side. 

Perhaps buying and using 
an e-reader doesn’t have to be 
viewed as treachery to the print 
world, but as a means of adapting 
to the coexisting relationship be- 
tween the two. 

During a trip to the bookstore, 
Stevenson can enjoy the sensory 
input brought forth by physical 
books; she can weave in and out 
of the shelves, touching, smell- 
ing and holding her books, return 
home and proudly display them. 

Meanwhile, Wadsworth can 
take a trip to the same retailer 
and purchase an e-reader to en- 
tertain herself during the long 
work commutes, as well as buy 
a physical book or two to satisfy 
her nostalgia and past-time love 
of childhood literature. 


HC Media gives future NECC 
podceasters a space on the air 


By THomas MatTATALL 
Correspondent 

NECC will soon see podcast- 
ers begin recording at HC Me- 
dia as hosts and co-hosts of their 
own show. Pre-production will be 
starting in November. 

There will be four podcasts, 
each having a main topic, consist- 
ing of sports, overcoming life ob- 
stacles, race and uncomfortable 
subjects. 

Each podcast will be a length 
of 30 minutes. 

An episode may have a guest 
speaker who will add their own 
point of view to that episode’s 


discussion. 

For those who don’t know 
what a podcast is, it is basically 
a radio show. 

It’s a recording of the hosts 
conversing back and _ forth. 
There’s an editor to make it all fit 
into one episode neatly and add 
music and jingles. 

You can find each show on 
iTunes and through podcast apps 
on your phone. 

At the first meeting at HC 
Media, students went around the 
table and shared what their pod- 
casts were going to be about. 

Also in the room were Amy 


Callahan, program coordinator of 
the Journalism/Communication 
department; Executive Director 
Darlene Beal; Director of Oper- 
ations Matt Belfiore; and Radio 
Coordinator Shawn Smith. Smith 
will be helping out most with all 
the podcasters. 

Expect for conversations to 
get emotional, controversial, de- 
pressing, harsh and fun. 

The benefit of having a pod- 
cast is to get insight on topics that 
people are usually afraid to talk 
about with one another. And re- 
member: it’s OK to disagree with 
what you’re listening to. 
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Performances of King Lear captivates 


Top Notch Players 
deliver a captivating 
performance of 


tragedy and turmoil 
By Resecca WESTERMAN 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

The Top Notch Players of 
NECC held a breathtaking perfor- 
mance of William Shakespeare’s 
tragedy “King Lear” Nov. 12, 
13, and 14 this past week. “King 
Lear” depicts the story of King 
Lear (Jim Murphy) in ancient 
Britain, attempting to divide the 
kingdom among his three daugh- 
ters Cordelia (Abigail Seabrook), 
Regan (Caitlin Kennedy) and 
Goneril (Geehae Moon). 

His initial plan to give the larg- 
est portion to his favorite daugh- 
ter Cordelia goes awry when she 
refuses to be a part of his chal- 
lenge to profess her love to him 
in order to win over his land. 

Instead of deceiving him with 
sappy, excessive compliments, 
she tells him she only loves him 
as a daughter. 

He is enraged by this and ban- 
ishes her from his kingdom, along 
with the Earl of Kent (Craig Ci- 
ampa), who tries to defend her. 
Cordelia leaves and accepts a 
marriage proposal from the king 
of France (E.P Lehner) while the 
Earl of Kent secretly stays behind 
to protect Lear from his two re- 
maining daughters and their cor- 
ruption. 

The tragedy unfolds when the 
remaining daughters begin to 
show their true nature. 

Goneril reveals she plans to 
treat him like he’s an old man, so 
he opts to stay with Regan 

Lear discovers his daughters 


The Fool (Sarah Bird) liltingly singing to warn King Lear of 


his impending doom. 
put. Kent and he realizes they are 
conspiring against him. 

The Earl of Gloucester (J. 
Mark Morrison) overhears the 
sisters are planning to murder 
Lear and informs Kent immedi- 
ately, to warn Lear. 

Kent, Lear and the Fool 
(played by Sarah Bird) leave for 
Dover at once. 

Edgar (Christian Doyle) re- 
mains hidden and Regan and 
Goneril discover Lear’s plan to 
flee. The Duke Cornwall (Hunter 
Gouldthorpe) gouges Glouces- 
ter’s eyes out. 

The tragedy ends with Goner- 
il poisoning Regan due to her 
jealously for Edmund (Daniel 
Burns-Mckernan) and the death 
of Cordelia. 

Upon the discovery of her 


death, Lear falls dead on her 
body. 

The vindictive sides of both 
Goneril and Regan are beautifully 
crafted on stage, coinciding with 
Murphy’s portrayal of Lear be- 
coming more and more paranoid 
as time goes on in the tragedy. 
From soliloquies to fight scenes, 
the Top Notch Players gave an 
incredible and captivating per- 
formance that encapsulates the 
turmoil in ancient Britain and ac- 
curately portrays Shakespeare’s 
complex characters. 

Although the show had some 
setbacks due to illness among 
the cast and crew, the Top Notch 
Players pulled together an incred- 
ibly well done show, celebrating 


one of the greatest playwrights of 


all time. 
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A fight scene in Act I, featurin, from left to right, Edmund 
Photo by Rebecca Westerman (Daniel Burns-McKernant), the Duke of Cornwall (Hunter 
Gouldthorpe) and the Earl of Kent (Craig Ciampa). 
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Goneril (Geehae Moon)], on left, and Regan (Caitlin Kenne- 
dy) discussing their plans to conspire against King Lear. 


Performing Arts Showcase takes the stage 


Dance, music, and 
theatre showcases 


student talents 
By Suaina RICHARDS 


Web Editor 

The Performing Arts Show- 
case, including performances 
from dance, music and theatre 
programs at NECC, was held on 
Nov. 13 at 12 p.m. in the Technol- 
ogy Center. 

The coordinator of the dance 
program, Michelle Deane, intro- 
duced the dance performances 
which started off the show. The 
first dance, choreographed by 
dance major Nina Cabral, was 
performed to the song “My Moon 
My Man” by indie pop singer Fi- 
est. 

There were four other girls in 
this dance dressed in all black, 
wearing top hats and dancing 
gracefully across the front of the 
room to this sassy jazz number. 

“J started choreographing the 
group dance in September, so by 
the time rehearsals started, | al- 
ready knew everything I was go- 
ing to teach. I was really particu- 


lar about being prepared. I didn’t 
want to end up close to the show 
with an unfinished dance. I know 
as a dancer how stressful that is, 
so I didn’t want my dancers to 
go through it... or myself,” said 
Cabral. 

Alisa Bucchiere, a professor 
on the music faculty at NECC, 
introduced her students Ambar 
Marte Vargas, Carli Hamilton and 
John Francavilla at the Showcase. 

All three had been participat- 
ing in voice lessons with Bucch- 
iere. 

When Deane asked if she 
had any students who would be 
interested in performing at the 
Showcase, Bucchiere asked her 
students and they said yes. When 
making song selections, she tried 
to pick pieces that were in con- 
trast with jazz, since the jazz 
band was also performing. 

Carli Hamilton, a Voice and 
Music Therapy major, sang the 
song “Watch. What Happens” 
from the musical Newsies, dis- 
playing her talent for theatrical 
singing. 

“Carli’s performance was 
amazing,” said her friend Nicole 


Diamond, a Deaf Studies major 
in her sophomore year at NECC. 


“It was a last-minute thing for }) 


her. She didn’t even have time to 
warm up and she still pulled it 
off.” 

Other musical performances 


included Ambar Marte Vargas, [= 


who sang “To Make You Feel My 
Love” by Adele. 

“Before performing, I was 
a little nervous,” said Vargas. 
“However, I’ve shared this piece 
with a couple people already. Per- 
forming is like my happy place. 
It’s the moment when I feel like I 
can truly be myself.” 

Vargas is a Music Studies ma- 


jor in her sophomore year. After f 
she finishes at NECC, she plans 


to help kids who don’t have 
the resource to pay for a music 
school, as she experienced that 
struggle when she was younger. 

John Francavilla sang a jazz 
version of “Summertime” from 
Porgy and Bess, a 1930s opera 
written by George Gershwin. 

“He kind of sounded like Mi- 
chael Bublé,” said Diamond, who 
named Francavilla as one of her 
favorite performances. 


P 
NECC’s jazz ensemble performing at the Be 
Showcase. 


Bucchiere described the per- 
formances at the Showcase as 
“phenomenal.” 

“I’m a proud music mama,” 
she said. 

The show wrapped up with 
songs from the NECC jazz band, 
including an original song titled 


ichards 


rts 


y Shajna 
orming 


“If 1 Were You” by Sean Lavigne, 
a music studies major at NECC. 

“I originally titled it “Where’s 
the Pizza?,’” said Lavigne, who 
was performing his original for 
the first time. “It was really excit- 
ing,” he said. 
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Library construction is on 


Improvements meant 
to provide more 


Space and support 

By CARLY COLUMBO 
Correspondent 

“Improvements can be noisy 

.. We appreciate your patience as 
we try to make the library better,” 
says the sign that stands before 
the entrance of Northern Essex’s 
Bentley Library on Haverhill 
Campus. Inside, just eight com- 
puters stand in the library along 
with four tables directly behind 
them followed by bookshelves. 
There is also a computer lab hous- 
ing around 20 or so computers. 
The Bentley Library is currently 
one floor, but in 2016, a second 
level will be added for students. 
The library is a vital resource for 
students, and the improvements 
being made should attract more 
students and provide more space 
and support. 

“Right now, the library, study 
spaces and computers are all on 
one level,” says NECC student 
Thomas Matatall. “It can be a bit 
hectic. Sometimes I can’t even 
stay in there for too long because 
between the students chatting at 
the tables behind me and heavy 
traffic of students, it’s hard to fo- 


CREDITS: The transfer dictionary shows which of your credits will transfer to 


cus on my work. This will give 
more space to the students.” 

Many students find them- 
selves having a hard time finding 
a seat at times when the library 
is more crowded. Reference Li- 
brarian Susan Leonardi hopes 
the renovations will make the Li- 
brary a more accessible resource 
for students. The floor plan for 
upstairs revealed an elaborate 
and spacious layout for students. 
There’s a reference desk simi- 
lar to the one on the first floor 
when you first enter followed 
by a computer space housing 60 
computers along with a comput- 
er lab. There will also be added 
meeting spaces, desks, study ar- 
eas, administrative offices and a 
library classroom that can seat 
up to 30 students. Along with the 
work spaces, there will also be a 
lounge-like area with tables and 
couches where students can chat, 
relax and unwind between class- 
es. 

“We've downsized the phys- 
ical book selection that was up- 
stairs and moved all our books 
downstairs,” says Leonardi. The 
plan is to separate the library 
from the work space. The first 
floor will be devoted to physical 
books and the second floor will 
be strictly for studying, tutoring 
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Learning with Purpose 


and working. The current com- 
puter lab will be turned into a 
“swing space” that can be used as 
a classroom when renovations are 
being made to the Spurk building 
and additional classroom space is 
needed. 

The IT department will also be 
moved inside the library so stu- 
dents no longer have to travel to 
the B building for additional tech 
support. 

“The students will be able to 
access the library resources and 
IT help from one central location 
on campus,” says Leonardi. 

“Now we will be able to direct 
students upstairs instead of over 
to the next building for additional 
support with blackboard and oth- 
er IT questions they may have,” 
says Librarian Gail Stuart, who 
is head of reference services at 
Bentley Library. 

Will this help students utilize 
the library to its best ability? Ab- 
solutely. 

“An interesting fact to me is 
we have about 400 people come 
in and out every day, and most 
of them are students. I think with 
the addition of the computer lab 
the daily traffic will double,” says 
Stuart. “So far we’ve had 1,271 
reference interactions, and 92 
percent are from students,” Stuart 
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The blue prints for the new renovation are hung up near 


the elevator in the library. 


explains, as she monitors all elec- 
tronic questions sent to reference 
each semester. “The numbers can 
only go up with these improve- 
ments being made. Students will 
be aware of the resources when 
walking past the lab and it should 
bring in more of them.” 

Along with the additional 
space, comes additional assis- 
tance. There will be more staff on 
duty to provide additional sup- 


port to students. 

“An additional librarian that 
specializes in IT and Blackboard 
will be on duty so more students 
can seek additional help with 
not only reference, but ques- 
tions regarding Blackboard as 
well,” explains Stuart. “He or 
she will know a lot more about 
Blackboard than I would,” Stuart 
chuckles. 
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Top picture shows students studying in the main area of the library. Bottom 
picture is looking into the library from the outside. 
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Boston Globe 


Journalism students 
venture into Boston 
to visit the 23-time 


Pulitzer Prize winner 
By KELLY ScHwiING 
News Editor 

The ride into the city is mak- 
ing me antsy. Kim Whiting, my 
editor-in-chief, Jowi Meli, copy 
editor, and I pass the time on the 
commuter rail by exchanging our 
usual commentary on life. This 
of course includes the stresses of 
putting together a paper. 

We discuss what we’re going 
to put where and all I can think 
about is the Globe’s budget meet- 
ing that we’re about to sit in on. 
Budget meetings, for those read- 
ers who aren’t familiar with the 
journalistic take, are where ed- 
itors and the photography staff 
of a publication discuss the next 
issue’s layout. Particularly the 


front page. 

At the Observer, we cover 
NECC news, so there usually ar- 
en’t too many stories vying for 
that main story, front page spot. 

I sit there imagining all the 
hard-hitting stories we'll hear 
about at The Globe’s meeting 

Can this train go any faster? 

I notice one of the men along 
for the ride with us is reading The 
Wall Street Journal. 

Being the broke college stu- 
dent I am, I squint to at least catch 
the headlines. 

“The U.S. supports Europe in 
... plan” 

I need new glasses, but as 
mentioned, I’m broke. I guess I'll 
never know what Europe’s big 
plan is that we apparently sup- 
port. 

I stop to wonder if the Globe 
might mention it. Maybe I'll find 
out. 

Finally, the train pulls into 
North Station and, after doing our 
good deed of the day and helping 


an older woman off the train, our 
little trio meets up with Professor 
Amy Callahan. 

Callahan was the one who set 
this whole thing up. 

Once upon a mattress, she was 
an intern at The Globe and she 
was nice enough to show us her 
old ID and her business card. 

I must say, her sense of nostal- 
gia made me even more excited 
for the tour. 

It’s great to be able to get to 
know my professor outside of the 
classroom. She’s a remarkable, 
inspiring woman. 

It may be next to impossible 
to hold a conversation on the red 
line because of all the noise, but 
Callahan takes the time to talk 
to us students about transferring, 
politics, social injustice and dif- 
ferent social movements. 

I rise in anticipation as our 
group pulls into the JFK stop and 
we exit the train. Whiting is sure 
to capture our adventure through 
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The view at the bottom of the press where the paper is fed. 


the lens of her camera. 

Stepping out on to the balcony 
of the station, Callahan is quick 
to admit that there have been a lot 
of changes since she last set foot 
here. 

She regains her bearings and 
we begin our short trek down 
Morrissey Boulevard towards 
The Boston Globe. 

As the distinct script of The 
Globe’s nameplate came into 
view on the brick building in 
front of us, I began to hyperven- 
tilate. 

The excitement had manifest- 
ed itself into a panic. 

The building we were ap- 
proaching is home of one of the 
most well-known, well-respect- 
ed publications in the Northeast. 
As a reporter, I felt so small and 
under qualified for the morning 
ahead. 

I calmed myself down to en- 
sure that I didn’t make a fool of 
myself. 

Once at The Globe, our group 
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(L-R) Kim Whiting, Jowi Meli, Tracy Mukami, Kelly Schwing, Cleo Brigham, Nick Pantinas 


and Amy Callahan pose for a photo-op outside of The Globe. 


of four joined Cleo Brigham and 
Nick Pantinas in the lobby. 

The lobby was filled with his- 
torically significant things: an 
enlarged copy of the first edition 
of The Boston Globe, published 
March 4, 1872; a plaque dedicat- 
ed to Charles H. Taylor, builder 
of The Boston Globe; and a quote 
from Taylor known as the corner- 


j stone. 


I was mystified. 

It was so humbling to see how 
far The Globe had come since its 
conception. It just put into per- 
spective how much work goes 
into making a publication and 
how much of an evolution needs 
to occur to become as reputable 


4 as The Globe. 


The first edition sold for 4 
cents and had mostly religious 
articles and church gossip. Now 
its pages are filled with local, na- 
tional and international news of 
all kinds. 

At 10 a.m. we took our seats 
for the budget meeting. The staff 
began to file in behind us and it 
was so surreal to think that if I 
work hard enough, that could be 
me one day. 

All of the stories were so 
meaty and newsy. 


They had exclusives, as in 
people broke special news to 
them, and I thought that was just 
so unreal. 

I’ve sat in on budget meetings 
before for the Observer and The 
Eagle-Tribune, but the news The 
Globe was breaking was noth- 
ing like anything I’ve seen pass 
through either of those news- 
rooms in my time. 


Then there was the depth of 


the questions they were asking. 

It showed such _profession- 
alism and experience that they 
thought to ask whose waters were 
being affected by turbines off- 
shores. 

Some of the stories were up 
in the air and the editors weren’t 
sure if they would be done, they 
weren’t sure if their sources 
would come through and they 
were really honest about that. 

I couldn’t wait to see what 
made it into the paper when it 
came out the next day because I 
would feel like I was a part of it. 
All because I sat in on the meet- 
ing. 

After the meeting we got to 
have a quick Q&A with Christine 
Chinlund and David Skok, the 
managing editors for print and 


One of the four presses running in The Globe’s facilities. 


web. 

I was elated when I saw the 
seventh member of our group, 
Tracy Mukami, walk through the 
door. Better late than never. 

Listening to the other students’ 
questions was cool, just to see 
where their curiosities laid, but I 
loved getting to ask my own. 

Mine was particularly directed 
at Chinlund. 

“What is it like to climb the 
ladder to get where you are?” I 
asked. 

It was intriguing to get her ad- 
vice to keep working. It was nice 
to know I’m on the right track, 
taking the right steps. 

Chinlund and Skok thanked 
us for being a great group and of 
course we thanked them for their 
time and we moved on to the tour 
portion of the morning. 

The Globe was a walk down 
Memory Lane for Callahan and I 
think that was one of my favor- 
ite parts, seeing people still there 
20-something years later. 

Journalism is a commitment. 

It’s not something people get 
into for the money, it’s something 
they do because it’s their passion. 

Getting to tour The Globe was 
an experience I will never forget. 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
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Greene and Espinoza talk zombies 


Looking past the 
rotting surface 
of the undead 


By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Staff Writer 

On Friday, Nov. 13, Pro- 
fessors Lis Espinoza and Tom 
Greene gave a presentation called 
“Zombie Talk: The Popularity 
of Ghouls and Zombies in Film, 
Race and Gender.” 

Dimly lit, Lecture Hall A wel- 
comed zombie enthusiasts by 
projecting the sounds of “Zom- 
bie” (the popular 90s, song by 
The Cranberries) and featured 
professional, special effects 
makeup artist, Holly Recupero of 
Salem, Mass., creating a variety 
of zombie-esque looks for those 
who attended. 

“Tronically, I’m afraid of zom- 
bies,” said Espinoza, who intro- 
duced the presentation. 

Despite her fear, her curios- 
ity drove her to find out where 
the first zombies appeared in pop 
culture. 

One of the first films discussed 
by Espinoza and Greene was 
“White Zombie” (1932) by Gar- 
nett Weston. Starring Béla Lu- 
gosi (1882-1956) the actor who 
played the original Count Drac- 


Beware the threat 
of ‘text neck’ 


ula in 1931, the film featured a 
re-animated corpse and later be- 
came the inspiration for a band of 
the same name. 

“White Zombie,” the band 
co-founded in 1985 by Haverhill 
native Rob Cummings, horror en- 
thusiast, eventually led to his solo 
career and new band called “Rob 
Zombie.” 

After legally changing his last 
name from Cummings to Zom- 
bie, he made his directorial debut 
in 2003 with the film “House of 
1000 Corpses.” 

As we journeyed through de- 
cades of films, one of the most 
influential examples of zombie 
takeover discussed was 1968’s 
“Night of the Living Dead,” writ- 
ten by George Romero and John 
Russo. That seminal classic has 
inspired artists of all walks of life 
from film to paintings and music 
videos. 

Directed by John Landis, the 
music video for “Thriller” by Mi- 
chael Jackson was MTV’s first 
world premier video. 

Debuted in 1983, “Thriller” 
was 13 minutes of pure zombie 
and werewolf suspense and fea- 
tured master choreography for 
a dance number that is still per- 
formed by professional and ama- 
teur dancers today. 


Remember to be 
mindful of your 


posture 
By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Staff Writer 
onstant use of mobile 
devices is causing NECC 
students a real pain in the 
neck. 
In a recent poll, half of 
the NECC students asked 


SS a a a a 


Posture is very important. You should try 


to keep your head in a neutral position. 
- Rob Wormald 


SS - 


said that they spend more 
than two hours per day look- 
ing down at their phones. 

According to the Amer- 
ican Chiropractic Associa- 
tion, the average American 
sends and receives more 
than 40 text messages per 
day. 

“Y’m not surprised,” 
said NECC student Sam 
Bergeron, who offers a sug- 
gestion to “text neck” suf- 
ferers. “Delete social net- 
works.” 

“Text Neck,” coined by 


chiropractor Dean Fishman, 
has become the official term 
adopted by healthcare pro- 
fessionals to describe the 
pain caused by several hours 
of emailing, gaming and tex- 
ting. 

“J didn’t even know 
there was a term for it,” said 
NECC student Paul Giorda- 
no. “Whenever I look at my 
phone for a long time, my 
neck is always sore when I 


stand up.” 

Instead of raising our 
arms to view the screens of 
our devices, we tend to rest 
the phone or tablet on our 
laps which causes our heads 
to be lowered to an unnatu- 
ral position. 

“Posture is very import- 
ant. You should try to keep 
your head in a neutral posi- 
tion no matter what you’re 
doing,” said Rob Wormald, 
spokesperson for the Health 
and Wellness Center. 

The human head, which 
weighs approximately ten 


pounds, is adequately sup- 
ported by the neck and 
spine while the chin is lift- 
ed to a parallel position to 


floor. 


However, an additional 
ten pounds of pressure is 
added for every inch that 
the chin is lowered toward 
the chest causing strain on 
the neck, back and shoul- 


ders. 


If left untreated, 
neck” 
poor posture, 
manent curvature of 
the spine and costly 
medical treatments. 


NECC’s Movement 
Science Department 
is a specialist in cor- 
rective exercise and 
explains that “the lever of 
the neck is like a seesaw 
and works best when it is 
balanced.” 

According 
there are exercises that may 
help to alleviate symptoms 
of ‘text neck’. 
and Wellness Center is 
equipped with a full gym 
and is free for all current 
students. 

For any non-emergency 
health concerns you may 
have on campus, contact 
the Health & Wellness 
Center at 978) 556-3819. 
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Photo by Rachel Sarcione 


Liz Espinoza and Holly Recupero pose for a photo after the “Zombie Talk” presentation. 
Recupero is a professional makeup artist that gave attendees an undead makeover. 


The presentation continued 
with Espinoza and Greene dis- 
cussing the current TV show 
created by Frank Darabont, “The 
Walking Dead.” 

Since its debut in 2010, fans’ 
voracious appetite for the hor- 
ror-drama has showed no signs of 
slowing. 


“text 
can lead to 
per- 


Joe Parker of 


to Parker, 


The Health 


INNOVATIVE STUDIES « 


“What is it about this version 
of zombies that makes it more 
popular?” said Greene, exploring 
his idea that zombies are a po- 
litical connection with rampant 
consumerism and the end of the 
world or apocalypse. 

Greene’s other talk, entitled 
“Why are Vampires Sexy?,” ex- 
amines another pop culture icon 


spring 2016. 
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REAL DESIGN 


in the horror world: that of the 
vampire. 

Whether they are referred to as 
undead, walkers, living dead or 
zombies these sub-human crea- 
tures have survived and fright- 
ened generations of fans and are 
a prominent part of pop-culture 
today. 


BE INSPIRED. 
Discover real design 
at the BAC. 


Accepting applications for 
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Knights basketball off to a 4-2 start 


Stratton 1S crew 
having a hot start in 


the new season 
By KyLe BENSON 


Sports Editor 

Last season, the NECC 
Knights basketball team ended 
the season with a record of 12-16, 
leaving much to be desired. 

This season, the Knights are 
off to a fast 4-2 start. They opened 
the season at NHTI with a 91-68 
win. Matthew Jameson was the 
top scorer with 18 points, with 
Andres Hernandez and Dominic 
Dar right behind scoring 17 and 
13 points respectively. Jameson 
also scored five three-pointers. 

In the second game of the 
season, the Knights faced Great 
Bay Community College at Great 
Bay. There was more all-around 
scoring in this game, with ev- 
eryone getting a piece of the pie. 


Dar scored a team-high 14 points. 
The Knights got the “W,” beating 
Great Bay 105-55. 

The first two games saw the 
Knights greatly improve on last 
season’s rebound problem, which 
coach Darren Stratton stressed 
the importance of in the presea- 
son. There were 51 total rebounds 
between the two games, with Jon- 
athan Paulino having 29 of them. 

The first loss of the season hap- 
pened at the Knights home open- 
er against Dean College. They 
lost 103-83. Jameson kept rolling 
though, scoring five three-point- 
ers and 20 points in the game. 

The Knights got back on 
track after their first loss, beating 
Daniel Webster 89-62 at home. 
NECC got off to a good start get- 
ting up 20-9 halfway through the 
first. Daniel Webster had some 
passionate fans at the game who 
were cheering in the first half 
but by the second half the Ea- 


gles were down 54-24 and stayed 
down by 30 points for most of 
the remainder of the game. The 
Knights showed their growing 
defensive ability all game long. 
Paulino had 13 rebounds and Ju- 
lio Vicente had 5 steals. 

NECC then went on to beat 
MassBay Community College on 
Veterans day, 99-91, in their clos- 
est game of the season. Jameson 
scored 19 points and Bryan Mo- 
rales scored 18. In addition, Mo- 
rales hit four three-pointers. 

On Saturday, Nov. 14, the 
Knights fell to Holyoke Commu- 
nity College, 87-82. Hernandez 
scored 20 points in the losing ef- 
fort. 

The Knights upcoming games 
are: Nov. 17 vs. Massasoit, Nov. 
19 at Bristol Community College, 
Nov. 21 vs. UConn at Avery Point 
and Nov. 24 at Quinsigamond 
Community College. 


Coach Bradley 
undergoes surgery 


By KyLre Benson 
Sports Editor 

Coach Thomas Bradley, who 
coaches the cross country team at 
NECC, was in need of major sur- 
gery during the season but decid- 
ed to get it done in the offseason 
so he could continue coaching. 
He finally went through the pro- 
cedure on Friday, Nov. 13. 

He came to Northern Essex 
and revived the program after 
7 long years without the sport. 
Bradley grew up in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., graduated from the Mili- 
tary Academy at West Point and 
served as a Captain in the U.S. 
Army for 5 years. 

For 35 years now he has been 
coaching multiple sports at dif- 
ferent schools in New England, 
but his favorite is cross country. 

On behalf of the NECC com- 
munity, the staff at the Observer 
would like to wish him a quick 
recovery. 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


Cross country coach Thomas Bradley went through 


surgery this past week. 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 
Leah Finnegan standing front of the sign at the national meet. 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 
Knights player goes for a layup against Daniel Webster. 


Cross country 
wrap-up 


Cross country team 
wraps up successful 
season after waiting 


7 years for a team 
By KyLe BENSON 


Sports Editor 

The NECC cross country sea- 
son ended on Nov. 7 at the Divi- 
sion III National Meet in Holyoke, 
Mass. 42 teams competed, with 
over 300 runners from around the 
country including Georgia, Mich- 
igan and Illinois. 

NECC’s lone runner, Leah 
Finnegan, ran a time of 26:16 — 
a season best for her, beating her 
previous best by 2 minutes. 

“It was a great way to end the 


season, our first in a while,” said 
coach Thomas Bradley. 

This was the cross country 
team’s first season in 7 years. 
Coach Bradley was the driving 
force behind the comeback, re- 
cruiting Finnegan, Jared Shepard, 
Austin Thiele and Sara Wulff. 

“We had four team members 
this season and | thank them 
all for helping to launch Cross 
Country again. Getting Leah, 
Jared, Austin and Sara back next 
year would be a solid foundation 
to build on,” said Bradley. 

If you are interested in running 
cross country next season, con- 
tact Sue MacAvoy at smacavoy@ 
necc.mass.edu or Thom Bradley 
at tbradley@nece.mass.edu. 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


Leah Finnegan runs at the national meet. 
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Knights beat Mass- 
Bay on Veterans Day 


By KYLE BENSON 
Sports Editor 

On Nov. 12, the NECC 
Knights basketball team hosted 
MassBay Community College for 
the annual Veterans Day game. 
The theme was in honor of Veter- 
ans Day, with American flags ev- 
erywhere and plenty of veterans 
in attendance. 

MassBay had a 3-0 record 
going into the game and were 
fired up from the start. They were 
gaining all the offensive and de- 
fensive rebounds and were an 
all-around bigger team than the 
Knights. Knights coach, Darren 
Stratton noticed his team wasn’t 
playing up to par and turned it 


Knights honor veterans 


but positive coaching style, keep- 
ing his team in check. 

Late in the first half, a player 
from MassBay was taking a free 
throw. The whole gymnasium 
was silent. Then Jordan Sands 
of MassBay, who was lined up 
for the free throw play, looked at 
NECC’s Felix Moore and said a 
certain four letter expletive that 
got him ejected from the game. 

After the ejection, NECC’s 
Dominic Dar got a free throw of 
his own and tied the game 33-33 
with seven and a half minutes 
left in the first. The Sands ejec- 
tion completely turned the game 
around for the Knights. 

Moore hit a couple 3-pointers 
and the Knights went up 56-47 at 
halftime. 

At the half, Athletic Director 


Sue MacAvoy took to the court 
and honored the veterans in at- 
tendance. These veterans includ- 
ed Charles H. Boule, Richard 
Jameson and Samson Racioppi. 

When the second half began, 
it looked a lot like the beginning 
of the first. It was all MassBay 
— and they even tied the game 
at 65 after seven minutes of play. 
Coach Stratton got his players 
back on track though and Mass- 
Bay’s heat cooled down a lot. 

NECC’s Matthew Jameson 
began scoring big points, includ- 
ing some three-pointers; he then 
recorded a huge steal and scored 
with seven and a half minutes re- 
maining which all but sealed up 
the game. 

The Knights beat MassBay, 
99-91, boosting their record to 
3-1 on the season. 


Photo by NECC Athletics 
Girl Scouts hold the flags during the Star Spangled Banner. 
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SPRING COURSES START 


JANUARY 20 


AT NECC IN HAVERHILL 


You can earn Your Bachelor's Degree in Psychology, Criminal Justice or Business Administration in Haverhill, MA.* 


Registration is now available for the following UMass Lowell courses that will be held at Northern Essex 
Community College in Haverhill this Spring: 


* Criminal Justice Data Analysis 


* Victimology 
* Intimate Partner Violence 


¢ French Revolution 
and Napoleon 


and Markets 


* Operations Management 


* Financial Institutions 


¢ Sales and Customer Relations 


¢ Health Psychology 
¢ Research Il: Statistics 
¢ Seminar: Clinical 


* Psychology and Women 


*Students may have the option to complete some required courses online. 


QUESTIONS? 
Call 978-934-2474 


VISIT US ONLINE 
continuinged.uml.edu/haverhill 


UMass Lowell is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action, Title IX, H’V, ADA 1990 University. This ad was produced at no cost to the Commonwealth 


Psychology - Sexual Offenders 
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Words can run in any direction, including 
diagonal, backwards and upside down 


ANNOUNCER GOALPOST PUNT 
ASTROTURF HELMETS QUARTERBACK 
BLITZ INCOMPLETE RECEIVER 
BLOCKING JERSEYS SAFETY 

CHEER KICKOFF SCORE 
COACHES PADS STADIUM 
ENDZONE PASS SUPERBOWL 
FANS PATRIOTS TACKLE 

FLAG PLAYBOOK TOUCHDOWN 
FUMBLE POINTS VICTORY 


‘Spectre’ a blasé, b 


By Jowi ME. 
Copy Editor 

KK 

If you’re going to attempt to 
tie together the last three Bond 
movies, including 2012’s phe- 
nomenal “Skyfall,” you need a lot 
more energy than “Spectre” ever 
manages to summon. 

Hang on, that’s not entirely 
true — there is one part of the 
movie filled with the ebullience 
of action filmmaking. It starts 
with a long, unbroken tracking 
shot through a visually stunning 
Dia de Muertos celebration. 

Daniel Craig’s Bond is, as one 
might expect, chasing an assassin. 
The camera follows him through 
the colorful crowd of revelers, 
but his target climbs aboard an 
escape helicopter. Does Bond 
find a way to get on? Of course 
he does — and the resulting fight 
is one of the most viscerally sat- 
isfying action sequences in the 
entire series. 

That scene captures the mov- 
ie’s moment of peak vitality, 
which would be fine if it weren’t 
the very first one. For much of 
its two-and-a-half hour running 
time, “Spectre” chugs along, fol- 
lowing the formula of the previ- 
ous 23 films with little variation. 
This lack of vision, combined 
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with a lame attempt to form a 
self-contained are of Craig’s four 
films via retcon, make “Spectre” 
shockingly tired. Craig seems 
bored of Bond, and after two- 
and-a-half hours of his lackluster 
performance, you can bet we are 
too. 

The plot is one of the first vic- 
tims of the retcon job, and it’s a 
great example of one of the la- 
ziest ideas in modern writing: if 
you want to tie a bunch of unre- 
lated narratives together, just say 
there was a puppet master pulling 
the strings the whole time! That 
honor goes to Franz Oberhauser 
this time around, who can finally 
step out of the shadows now that 
MGM owns the film rights to the 
fictional terrorist organization 
known as Spectre. 

Yes, Oberhauser is played by 
Christoph Waltz, and no, his per- 
formance here is nowhere near as 
good as the one he gave for Hans 
Landa in “Inglourious Basterds.” 
That’s less his fault and more the 
fault of the script, which gives 
him a piddling scene near the 
middle of the film and a couple 
of lukewarm appearances in the 
third act. 

Why hire one of the best 
character actors around today if 
you’re going to give him so little 
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to work with? [ 

The — rest 
of the film 
makes a few 
other great 
actors look 
bad. Lea Sey- 
doux’s __ per- 
formance was 
riveting in 
“Blue Is the 
Warmest Col- 
or,” but here, 
as Bond girl 
Madeleine 
Swann, she 
is given even 
less to do 
than Waltz. 
You know, 
besides hav- 
ing _ breasts 


al 
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Photo courtesy of Columbia Pictures 


and an oblig- A disguised James Bond (Daniel Craig) scans the streets during a Dia de 


atory 
on 007. 
And what of Ralph Fiennes, 
who took the torch from Judi 
Dench as M after some spoilery 
plot developments in the last 
movie? Well, his first exciting 
job in the movie is to call Bond 
on the carpet for being irrespon- 
sible, a scene that is practically a 
given ina script like this. I am not 
convinced Fiennes was awake for 
any of his scenes, but that’s not 


inherently a bad thing, of course 

Fiennes is a better actor asleep 
than many at their most lucid. 

What’s good about the movie, 
you ask? 

Three things: that open- 
ing scene; any scene with Ben 
Whishaw, who is not only ex- 
ceedingly handsome but also 
abundantly charming as gad- 
get-guy Q; and a brief fight se- 


crushMuertos celebration with his belle du jour in this scene from “Spectre.” 


quence between Bond and hulk- 
ing baddie Hinx (WWE wrestler 
Dave Bautista!). 

The rest of this overlong 
drudgery, I’m afraid, seems to 
be on autopilot. The film checks 
off the boxes ~ of Compulsory 
Bond Moments without really 
concerning itself with why these 
moments were so captivating to 
audiences in the first place. 


